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tended westward, would include this portion of
the Connecticut River. It was also claimed by
the group of English lords and gentlemen, Saye
and Sele, Brooke, and other Puritans, who, as
they supposed, had obtained through the Earl
of Warwick from the New England Council a
grant of land extending west and southwest from
Narragansett Bay forty leagues. These claims
were of course irreconciliable, but the English lords,
in order to assert their title, sent over in 1635 twenty
servants, known as the Stiles party, who reached
Connecticut in the summer of that year. Thus
by autumn there were on the ground four sets
of rival claimants: the Dutch, the Plymouth
traders, various emigrants from Massachusetts,
chiefly from the town of Dorchester, and the
Stiles party, representing the English lords and
gentlemen. Their relations were not harmonious,
for the Dutch tried to drive out the Plymouth
traders, and the latter resented in their turn the
attempt of the Dorchester men to occupy their
lands-

The matter was to be settled not by force but
by weight of numbers and soundness of title.
In 1635, a new and larger migration was under
consideration in Massachusetts, prompted by